
2018 HUTTON JUNIOR FISHERIES BIOLOGY 

PROGRAM 

ñIn addition to the 

significant and 

straightforward 

contribution to the field 

work, [the Hutton 

Scholarôs] involvement 

brought new perspective 

on specific organisms and 

ideas in the project. ñ 

- Dr. Eric Schott 

Institute of Marine and 
Environmental Technology-
University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore 

Baltimore, Maryland 

In This Issue 

¶ Overview of Hutton 

Program 

¶ 2018 Hutton Scholar 

Class Breakdown 

¶ Scholar Highlights 

¶ Our Supporters and 

Looking Ahead 

Adriana Pena and Dr. Robert Aguilar at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center in Maryland 

What is the Hutton Program? 

The Hutton Junior Fisheries Biology Program is a highly 
competitive, paid summer internship for high school students 
who are interested in the field of Aquatic Fisheries and 
Science Management. In 2001, the program launched for its 
first summer and ever since has been sponsoring bright, 
passionate students from across North America to spend their 
summers working with a fisheries professional. The mission 
of the Hutton Program is to promote interest in the field of 
Fisheries among underrepresented groups within the 
profession. Our goal is to attract students from minority 
backgrounds and women to participate in an eight-week, 
unique and hands-on learning experience. Students are 
matched with fisheries professionals within their local 
communities to assist them with various projects inside 
laboratories as well as outside in the field. Selected 
students, known as ñHutton Scholarsò, who successfully 
complete the Hutton Program receive a $4,000 award. 
 

This year, AFS supported 26 Hutton Scholars from around 
the United States (15 states and Puerto Rico) and from British 
Columbia, Canada! 
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Hutton Scholar 
Representation in 
each Division 

North Central Division 
*Five Scholars* 
-Discovery World Aquarium 
-Iowa DNR 
-Minnesota DNR 
-Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
 Parks 
-University of Missouri 
  

Northeastern Division 
*Two Scholars* 
-NOAA Northeast Fisheries 
 Science Center: Sandy 
 Hook Laboratory 
 

Southern Division: 
*Nine Scholars* 
-A.E. Wood Fish 
 Hatcheries 
-Institute of Marine and 
 Environmental 
 Technology 
-Maryland DNR 
-Florida Fish and Wildlife 
 Commission 
-Florida International 
 University 
-US Fish and Wildlife Service 
-Smithsonian 
 Environmental Research 
 Center 
-University of Puerto Rico 
 at Aguadilla 
-United States Geologic 
Survey (USGS) Leetown 
Science Center 
 

Western Division 
*Nine Scholars* 
-Bureau of Land 
 Management: Coos Bay 
 District 
-Idaho Department of Fish 
 and Game 
-NOAA Southwest  Fisheries 
Science Center: La Jolla 
 Laboratory 
-University of California at 
 San Diego: The Scripps 
Institute of Oceanic Research 
-University of Victoria 
-University of Washington 
-USGS in Hilo,  Hawaii 
-USGS Washington 
 Cooperative Fish and 
 Wildlife Research Unit 
 

Jewel Walden working with Florida International University in Miami 

Another Successful Year... 
This yearôs class of Hutton Scholars was filled with bright and passionate 

future fisheries professionals. Students in internships across North 

America spent a fascinating summer learning all about fisheries science 

and management.  

Location of Scholars:  

 -British Columbia  -Minnesota   -Washington  

 -California    -Missouri    -West Virginia 

 -Florida     -Montana    -Wisconsin 

 -Hawaii     -New Jersey    

 -Idaho      -Oregon 

 -Iowa      -Puerto Rico 

 -Maryland    -Texas 

 

Demographics Breakdown: 

 -149 Total Applicants  

 - 83 Female Applicants 

 -71 Minority Applicants 

 

Of the 26 Selected Hutton Scholars: 

 -Minority Female Scholars: 11 (42%) 

 -Minority Male Scholars: 7 (27%) 

 -Total Female Scholars: 16 (62%) 

 -Total Male Scholars: 10 (38%) 

ñIôm hugely impressed 
by the Hutton 
Program; I truly hope 
that AFS continues to 
offer it. Quite simply, 
there is nothing else 

like it!ò 

-Dr. Julian Olden 

University of Washington 

Seattle, Washington 



2018 Scholar Highlights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabriel McMillen 

Location: University of 
Washington and USGS 

Washington Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Unit in 

Seattle, Washington 

Mentor: Dr. Jaqueline Padilla-
Gamino 

ñé we went out on a boat to collect some 

of Lindsay's samples and cages, and I had 
the time of my lifeéI was very excited to 

assist the divers because diving has 

always interested me. The program has 
exceeded my expectations because I was 

able to participate in a study, which will 
determine the sustainability of mussels in 

the increasingly acidic waters in the 
Pacific Northwest.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karolina Szenkiel 

Location: NOAA-Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center in 
Highlands, New Jersey 

Mentor: Dr. Chris Chambers 

ñThe Hutton Program has most 
definitely increased my interest in 
fisheries. After seeing the vast 

potential in the field and the 
opportunity for growth, Iôll 

definitely be pursuing more 
education in ichthyology and 

conservation science this year 
when Iôm in college.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire Vaage 

Location: Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game in Nampa, Idaho 

Mentor: Patrick Kennedy 

ñThe Hutton Program has most 
definitely influenced my major choice; 
it has validated my passions, made me 
ponder my ultimate goals, and offered 
me a skill set to pursue thoseé 
However, thanks to the AFS Hutton 
Scholar Program, I feel more 

prepared and confident than ever to 
achieve my goals whether it be 

fisheries or some variation of such!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Nguyen 

Location: Discovery World in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Mentor: Kelly Christman 

ñMy experience as a [Hutton 

Scholar] was a whole new 
experience for me full of 

enrichment, enjoyment, and 
learning.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diego De La Fuente 

Location: A.E. Wood Fish 
Hatchery in San Marcos, Texas 

Mentor: Michael Matthews 

ñI would definitely say that the 
Hutton program has influenced 
what I want to study in college, 

because before entering this 
program I was also interested in 

doing engineering, and I realized 
that Iôm much more interested by 

the natural sciences because my 
experiences.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria Arellano 

Location: Bureau of Land 
Management in Coos Bay, 

Oregon 

Mentor: Stephanie Messerle  

ñThe Hutton program allowed me 
to meet so many wonderful natural 
resource specialist, hydrologist, 

fish biologist, restoration biologist 
and exotic species specialist.ò 


